Unspecific reactivity of IgM directed against the low-molecular-weight antigen of Toxoplasma gondii.
During routine serological survey, eight patients (5 pregnant women, 3 grafted patients) were positive for Toxoplasma gondii-specific IgM by enzyme-linked immunoassay but negative by a simultaneously performed immunosorbent agglutination assay. No clinical or biological symptoms of toxoplasmosis were observed later, despite the absence of treatment. Only one IgM-reactive band, which corresponded to the low-molecular-weight antigen of Toxoplasma gondii, was observed by Western blotting of these patients' sera. Dot blotting of lipid extracts of Toxoplasma gondii demonstrated that this reactivity was directed against sphingolipids or ceramides. This IgM positivity, which is unrelated to acute toxoplasmosis, raises strong concerns about the possibility of misleading results of this test in the diagnosis of toxoplasmosis in humans.